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~� ~pa~ent Of Fish ud Gm¢ has t~ following ~mmenl on t¢ first dm~
of ~is sm~mont ~an~i~d on J~t~ 16, 1996:

’ 1. ~e; ~ck~ound ~ion is ~usfac~, ex~pt ~t ~� ~nd p~agr~h un&r
"N~" ~tion is r~lly ~c~ground ~d should ~ w~rk~ in~ ~0

i /
/

2. A n~r of ch~ges are ~ in ie "~system ~ity’.~fio~ under
~ ~n~rn is ~at ~� trident of ~rivo ~d aon-n~five s~ics ne~s m ~
for ~sh ~d wildlife, ~ i~u~s are simile. Ano~er i~ "su~iv~" ~s implicit in
"sus~nable pr~ction" cr~dng unn~s~ wording. A ~ird is singling out ~o
~oups of fish ~ies ~d ig~o~ng o~¢rs, e.g. fms~Wamr s~i~s. A fou~ ig habimm
for "~ildlif¢ ~e limimd m wetl~ds, whiI~ ~m¢ upl~O ~bimm ~ n~d ~
~nsi~rod. A fif~ is ~t ~b g~ for ~puladon sills a w~ minim~ one
only ~lls for ~ulation levds sufficient m avoid !isfi~g under ~e end~ger~ s~iss

/
~fion ~ r~d: ~Improv, ~ incr~ aquatic ~d ~estriM habi~ts ~d improw
~ologi~ ~n¢tion in ~ Ba~-Delm go ~ppo~ ~smin tble populations of..."

We :~mmend rewording ~ first bullet ~; "...aquali¢ habim~ ~at will ~p~
sus~ble production of fish~ s~ies living in ~e esm~y now. ~ If ~� Proem
to in~ "nmiv~ ~d o~er desirable" as in ~� d~ff, ~ at is ~pmbl¢ ~ long
done for wildlife ~1~.

The ~nd bullot ~n~ing :wildlife should ~ word~ in a parallel ~ion, ad~ng
uplm~d in addition ~ wetim~d ~d deleting ~e referen~ to su~ival.

~o ~ird bullet ~ould ~ as follows: ~Incr~ ~puI ions of fi~ ~d ~ldlife in
es~3°                      ~lf sul~i~ing levels at a minimum, ~d to qigher levels appropria~, for
suppling long-m~ sus~n¢O u~ to ~e extant f~sib~. ~

t
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3. In the first paragraph under ~Watcr Supply Reliability" we suggest rewording to read:
ceth     "                  ,                                 ~,                               ,l~,du e rmsmatch betw~n Bay-E~ka water suppi!es and current and projected

beneficial u~s dependent on ~e Bay-Delta system. ~

The first and second bullets should t~ divided and react| as follows:

¯ Reduce the confllet bedween beneficial water u~ ~rs.

¯ Improve the ability to itrarxsport water through t [~e Bay-Delta ~stem [separate
ballet].

¯ R~duce the uncertaint~ of Bay-Delta system wa zr supplies to help me~t short
and long-term ne~ds. :

¯
4. A fourth bullet Js needed under "Water Supply" as follows: "Provide a ~atisfactory

wate.r supply to accomplish E~.osystem Quality purpose." Note tarot this makes this
section parallel to the "Water iQuality" ~eetion.

5. We l:~lieve "~atisfa¢~ory~ is a :~better word than "good~ throughout the "Water Quality"
section. Also the geographic ,area in this section shoal, be "Bay-Delta" as it is in the
remainder of the "Purpose" ~etlon. Finally the word ng under all five bullets in this
section should be parallel. Wb suggest accomplishing his by changing the last bullet
to:

"Provide satisfactory Bay-Delta water quality for accor~lplishing Ecosystem Quality
purposes."

6. The use of the phrase "gradua! deterioration of Delta conveyance and flood control
~ faeilides" concerns us in two ~espects. First, however it is phrased, it would seem to

apply to all four bullets rather~th~ to ~nly two. Secon~ ly, while it is elearly reasonable
to reti:r to flood control facilities in this fashion, we qtustion whether it is reasonable
to refer to conveyance faeilit~e~ in this way. That is be~.,use it se~ms to us that only
the CVP and SWP facilities inithe Delta should be characterized as conveyance
facilities.

~. 7. The geographic references in t~e "Need" section ~houlc~ parallel thos~ in the "Pt~rpo~
see~aa, as modified by the "G.eographic Sc~pe" seetior~. In other words, the "Need
secUc.n should generally refer io Bay-Delta throughout[ather than Delta.
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8. Add °and for maintenance o~ the estuarine ecosystem" to die last sentence under
"Water Quality" in the "Nee~l*" station.

9. We ree.ommend changing the’~ "Ecosystem Quality" se~ astion follows: "Habitat in the
Bay.:Delta has been changed ~,nd ~bstantially degrade~! since the Gold Rush. As a
resu!t of that and the introduo.tion of many new spe.~iev, of plants and animals, overa!l
populations of fish and wildli.fe have thronged and de.el ined. Wetlands and the animals
dependent on them have beeniparticulariy affected. Pi~pulations of many fish species
have declined to very low levels, and the number of fi ~h and wildlife species needing
consideration under endangered sp~ies acts is increasi!lg."

10. Change the first sentence under "Vulnerability~ to: "1"he.uses of the Delta are
vulnerable to levee failure." ~

1 i. Com;ideration should be given to crafting a "Purpose" and "N.~.~I" s~tem~nt that will
facilitate successful eompletioi~, of ~ ~04(b)(1) alternati~ ~es analysis.

12. Even though the Tier I EISiEIR is intended to be a pr~ grammatic document it is likely
to be a mistake to use an over!y broad "Purpose" and’ Need*’ statement. As.an
example, the CVPIA exampleipr,sented on page 3 cou d, in our view, ~esult m
alterrmtives that don’t meet the basic intent of fixing th~ Delta.

13. The last paragraph on page 4 ~mld lead to some confu~ton with respect to alternatives
that .~re ultimately inetuded in ithe Draft PEIS/EIR. It s typical to include an
alternative such as a smaller ~an needed r~servoir or nailer than planned subdivision
to meet this requirement. HoWever, since the underlyi~ag theme of this program is so
elearl:y defined and since one df thes~ themes is enviror mentally based to begin with it
isn’t clear that there is a need io include a large numbe~ of alternatives that don’t
�ompletely fulfill the program,s objectives.

14. Should "quality" be inserted after "water" in the last b ~Ilet under "Water Quality"?
Also, shouldn’t it be clear thatI water quality in water e) ~orted for agricultural and
industrial use are also objecuves.

15. We re.commend deleting %..conveyance and flood eonr’oi facilities" from last bullet on
page 7 and inserting "levees"..

16. In the last paragraph on page 8, we recommend deletin g ~waterfowt" in the second line
and inserting "wildlife."
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17. The Drm~t PEIS/EIR must s~! a cours~ toward me, tin ~flae ovvrall progr~ obj~fives
~d esmbllsh a f~n~fion fo~~ proj~t ~ific environ:
~fives ~ ar~ ~clud~d ~in ~at ~um~nt ~ould ~ ~nsis~nt wi~ ~t over~l
pu~o~.

facilities~ should ~ defined ~r delemd. Wight ~m~ ~kgr~nd, ~e first ~d fou~
bulle~ ~e unel~.       ~

19, On Page g, under "Water ~ali~"
must ~ ~ ~ ~at ~e problem is abno~ con~ntrations ~d not ~e pre~n~ of
or~ie ~n ~d ~l~ in ~b esma~.

W~ ~ggest adding a ~nmn~ such as ~Cermin wamr uali~ patterers
s~gni~t for ~sysmm ~n~on." ~ ~is ~fion or t ~e foIlo~.ng ~tion on
~osysmm ~ali~".

20. ~ ~z ~osystem ~i~" ~tion modi~ working ~fo~lows, ~e ~ys~m d~s
not provide mfficient quali~ ~abi~ts ~d v~ued sp~i~ s. Subs~aal environm~
e~g~ have ~urred sin~ ~e Gold Rush. ~e~ ch~ nges include de~a~fion
loss of habitat, ~pulation dec~in~, ~d ~e Io~ of

~s lhird ~nmn~ in ~is par~g~h, listing environme~ ~ml. eh~ges, mixes
(habi~t dogm~tion ~d loss) ~i~ ~ "eff~t" (~pulat ion d~linos and exti~ation of
s~i,~s), Ch~g~ in s~ies ~m~sition in
q~e following pa~graph on Wamr Supply mentions fis~ ~d wildlife requiremen~ ~ a
~ns~nt on wamr proj~t ~rations ~d water suppl~ reliabili~ but t~s p~a~ph
d~s not m~e ~y refemn~ to ~e imp~t of wamr p~eet o~mtions on fish ~d
wildlife. It ~ms egregious ~ mention ~e prolifemti~ on non-native s~ies ~ a
si~ifi~t ch~ge but not the ~nstmetion ~d o~ratiop of wa~r proj~
subs~ly almred ~e hydro~gy ~d hydr~yn~ics ~ff ~ DeI~ or ~e ~ilding of
¯ o levis ~d r~l~ation of ~l~ isl~ds. Another
w~eh ~e~ environmental ch~ges have ~rred in re ation ~ ~e relative abun~n~
~end~ of v~ious S~iss.

21. In ~e "Vulnembili~ of Delta Functions" ~don m~ily wording ro r~d: "~e
~neflOns of ~e Delta are ~In~rable to up~t or di~te~ failure

fl~irng of pr~ueflve Delta f~l~ds, loss of habitat ~r nonmigrau~g wa~rfowl
~ies, ~d loss of.,~’,
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~i~ concludes my initi~ commen~. ~ you fo~~ t ~ op~ni~ m e~mment on
¯ is dra~. If your stuff w~s ~o di~uss my of ~ proposes, pl~

DFG/CA[ FED Bay-Del~ Pro~

TOTAL P. 05
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